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McDaniel House (Doctors Baines & Dawkins Office) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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The McDaniel House is one of Easton's towered Victorian 
dwellings; of frame, it is shingled on the upper floor and has 
applied "Stick Style" wooden decoration in the gables. A one 
story porch runs across the front and side to an octagonal bay. 
The roof is hipped with dormers. 
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_EXCELLENT 
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_ FAIR 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Now occupied by doctor's officesi this large late nineteenth century 
dwelling stands on the east side of Aurora Street in the two blocks 
once called "Silk Stocking RqwH,. ~ 

The structure is of frame, two-and-a-half.stories- in~height. There 
is an octagonal tower at the southwest corner. A one story porch runs 
across the front anc on the south side to a projecting octagonal bay 
window. The roof is hipped with dormers,. , 

In plan this build:i.ng is nearly square;~ ~ar:i.at-:ion is provided by the 
projecting bays am't tower and by the irregular roof line. In the 
organization of the interior rooms it resembled Nine North Aurora (T-4-4-1) 
except that this stair is in the front rather than tbe_rear of the building. 

The window openings are irregularly spaced to reflect the position of 
the rooms within~ Windows on the upper floors have small panes bordering 
the upper sash. The main entrance is reached by walking across the porch 
parallel to the street and into the side of the central hall. The stair 
is opposite the main entrance. (On the lower floors the windows have 
one over one sash.) 

There are two major projecting elements; on the front (west) 
facade there is a pavillion which is rectangular in plan with a pedimented 
gable at the thiPd :floora* On the south facade, the bay is octagonal 
with a jerkin roofed gable above. The ell in the back of the building 

'has a roof which slopes toward the rear. 
Between the pavillion on the west facade and the tower is a second floor 

,palcony. Above this is a gable dormer with a semicircular window and 
or:namental w:i_ndow trim. 

As are many buildings'-0f ,this perio,d the composition of the~ McDaniell 
House shows a stron::i interplay between the hori'zontal and vertical ele~ents: 
the low horizontal line of the porch roof is pierce_d by the strong vertical 
of the tower; the projecting bays with their pediments or dormers provides 
a ialT, ve-rtical form which counters the horizontal n-.a.ss of the building$ 

Characteristic also of this period in architecture is the treatment 
of the exterior of the building to provide texture and richness. Here 
notched shingles cover the upper floor with German ship lap below. 

* In this gable is found a type of applied ornament 1'lssociated with 
the so-called "Stick Style". 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



~SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --.ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 --.ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

-1500-1599 --.AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

-1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 --ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

~1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The McDanieL House is one of Easton' s extravagant towered Victorian 
dwellinas which were constructed in the 1890's. Architecturally 
these b~ildings were designed with a concern for volumetric expression, 
assymmetrically balanced compositions, and delicately articulated 
exteriors. This building displays all o:f these elements, although 
it is not a ,sophisticated or intearated in its design as Nine North 
Aurora (T-1.#f!) or the ChaffinotjHo~se, 132 South Harrison Street (T-34), 
two of Easton's suJ:>erb Victorian period dwellings. 

L78/Fl03 

Ll03/FJ$6 

{ l/F398 
L254/F362 
L255/F412 

This house is very interesting from an historical point 
of' view. In 1851, 'fhomas Robson bought the land f'rom Jacob 
Willson f'or $450.00. Robson was propietor of the Union Hotel 
and the editor of' the "Eastern Starn, one of the two leading 
newspapers of the town. Mr. Robson seems to have not paid f'or 
the property, but he. did build a house where he lived until 
1S63. By this time, because of his sympathies to the 
Confederate cause 2, he was hopelessly j.n d~bt and turned 
over all his assets, real and personal, to Charles Robinson, 
to be sold. Robinson, trustee for Robson, and Turpin Wright, 
executor for Jacob Willson, sold the premises, with a clear 
titl~, for $2900.00 to Augusta Foreman. By her will, the 
property was devised, in 1$66, to her daughter Augusta, the wife 
of Robert Lloyd Tilghman. In 1872, the Tilghmans sold their 
home for $3000.00 to The Rev. Henry Lay, the f'irst Bishop of 
Easton. For the next fourteen years. Thi.s was owned by Rev. 
Lay and his wife as their home. In 1886, Bishop Lay's widow, 
Eliza, sold the property to May R. Price and Susan W. Barton. 
Th 1.d $2100 00 f' •t (\~~,-~ -·-0"',. . ~' '-·-.·· l. ,-:-: .• -. "" . ey pa • or i • '· _, _, ··J, . ·: .•. _,.1. "-~-s ,: . 
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its sale in 1893 to Charles C. Nickerson. It remained in the 
Nickerson f'amily for nearly it:hii-fy:,T years, when J. Duke Wooters 
and his wife Irene bought it for $8500.00 and sold it in 1923 
to John S. McDaniel and his wife Florence. 

This place is often ref erred to as the McDaniel house by 
trold-timersn though it was occupied only nine years by this 
family. They took out a large mortgage and were unable to 
make the payments. Ennals and Laura Tull made it their home 
for the next ten years when it was purchased by Anne Hyde 
Ingrham. She was notable as being the widow of' Prentiss In~raham, 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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1967 
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1971 
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l-cllaniel llousc 

'the author of the local hi ... tory, 11 1 he La.ttd o IA-gcndnry Lore. 11 

It hn panscd through intcrrai1 tent hands ant! is presently o illC'tl 

by Ors. Albert 'i . Dawkins , Jr ., and Callum R. Bain. The lower 
floor hns berm converted to the fJoctors offices. 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Deeds and Land Records, Talbot County Court House& 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARA.TE SHEET If NECESS~Y 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY NA 

~~~~~~~~ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY D,ESCRIPTION 

NA 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 
None COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Yiarsha L .. Fritz, Consultai'i.t 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Historic Easton, Incorporated November 23, 1976 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 1171 
TELEPHONE J.1r 3 Paul Parsons~ 
301-822-2706 President 

CITY OR TOWN ST.TE 

Easton Marvland 21601 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was,officially created 
by.an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland,.Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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